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LETTER, Ge. 


Ay Dear Friends, 


HE great God, by his Almighty Power, 
and, I truft, in infinite Goodneſs to us, 
has been pleaſed to ſpare us through an- 
other Year, while many of our Friends, and 


ſome of them Members of this Church, have been diſ- 


miſſed from the Stage of Time, appeared before God, 


and have received their unalterable Sentence. 


I do no remember that I have ſpent ſo much as one 
Year amongſt you without loſing ſome of my Charge 
by Death; however this I am certain of that we are 
liable every Year, I may fay every Hour, to the Ar- 
reſts of that univerſal Conqueror; and how many may 
exchanze our Places in the Land of the Living for 
our filent Dwellings in the Duſt before the Year, which 
is now begun, has finiſhed its Courſe, only that God 
knows, in whoſe Hands our Breath is, and wheſe are 
all aur Mays *. 


Let me then as @ dying Man ſpeaking to dying 
Men, as an immortal Being addreſſing myſelf to Souls 
equally immortal with my own, and as a Paſtor ſo- 
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 licitous for the Welfare of the Flack committed to 
"his Care, give you a few Words of Exhortation ; and 
if there is no great Elegance in them, yet be aſſured 
that they contain Truths of the moſt ſolemn Impor- 
tance, and that, if the Manner of Addreſs is uncom- 
mon, yet that is the Fruit, not of vain Oftentation, 
but the moſt tender Regard for your ſpiritual and eter- 
nal Intereſts, 


|. Study your Bibles. The Bible is the Treafury 
of Doctrines, Precepts, Promiſes, and Threatnings ; 
the Charter of our Privileges; and the bright and 
ſteady Pole-Star to direct our Voyage through the Dark- 
neſs and Dangers of the preſent State. In the Bible 
we have the moſt awful and amiable Views of the 
great and bleſſed God, and the clear and joyful Re- 
velation of Pardon and Acceptance through Chrift, of 
the regenerating and ſanctifying Influences of the Spirit 
upon our Hearts, of the Nature and Extent of our Duty, 
and of the future and eternal Bleſſedneſs of Soul and Bo- 
dy. Study your Bibles then ; read them in your Cloſets, 
read them in your Families, and let not a ſuperficial 
Glance now and then ſuffice, but peruſe them frequently, 
with earneſt Prayers to the Spirit of all Grace that the 
Word may prove an ingrafted Word, and ſo may be 
able to ſave your Souls. It is the Character of a 

good Man that his Delight is in the Law of the Lord, 
and that in Mit Law he meditates Day and Night *. 


II. Study yourſelves. Often examine how it ſtands 
between God and your Souls. Often look within whe- 
ther this or the other Grace does not want filling up ; 
whether this or the other Sin does not need morti- 
fying, and whether, like the Herbs and Trees in the 
Spring, you do nut call for daily Watering and Jail, 
Sunſhine, that you may be kept from witherin::, ain 
may flouriſh in the Courts of your God. You cannot 
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exerciſe too much Watchfulneſs about your Souls. 
If you are good Tradeſmen you will be often exa- 
mining your Books, and if you would be thriving Chri- 
ſtians you muſt be often ſearching into your own 
Hearts. The Sight and Senſe of the Poſture of your 
Spirits will lead you to deep Humiliation and. Self- 
Abhorence before God, deſtroy the vain Apprehenſions 
of your own Sufficiency for that which is good, and 
excite you to continual Prayer and Dependance upon the 


Divine Strength and Grace. 


ITI. Apprehend the great Matters of Religion aright. 
Do not on the one Hand make light of Morality and 
relative and ſocial Duties, as if they were ſomething 


below your high Attainments, or as if they. would grow 


of themſelves; and on the other hand, by no means 
think contemptibly of the Exerciſes of Devotion towards 
Ged and Communion with him. Fear of God, 
Love of God, Delight in him, Confidence upon him, 
and Dedication of ourſelves to him, are of fundamen- 
tal Concern in Religion, and without them we live 
as without a God in the World. Beware then of 
Extremes. Let not Morality hurt Devotion, nor De- 
votion Morality, but rather let them illuſtrate and 
ſtrengthen each other. You will find both our Duties 
towards God and our Duties towards Man inculca- 
ted in the Scriptures, and all the Commands are ga- 
thered into this noble Abridgment by our Lord, 
Thau ſhall lave the Lord thy God with all thine 
Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, 
and with all thy Strength. Aud thou ſhall love thy Netg»- 
dur as thyfelf *. 


IV. Do not think too little nor too much of Means. 
Neither idolize them on the one Hal, nor depre- 
tiate them on the other. Do not idolize them by 
putting them in the Room of Chriit, az if they were 


Lo 
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to be vour Saviours, or miſtaking them for Grace it 
ſelf. They are but Means, and their Value is only 
that of a Channel, and not the Fountain, or of the 
Glaſs, but not the Object diſcerned by it. And on 
the other Hand, do not depretiate the Means. "They 
are of Divine Appointment; they are whet have 
been blefied, and in the Attendance upon them 
we may expect ſtill further Communications of Grace 
to our Souls. Attend then at the Ordinances of God's 
Houſe, and grieve not your Miniſter; but what is this 
Conſideration ? Grieve not the Spirit of God, by com- 
ing late to Divine Worſhip, behaving with Negligence 
in it, or upon trivial Reaſons abſtaining one Part of 
the Day from it. In like manner let Maſters of Fa- 
milies carefully and ſeriouſly perform Family-Prayer, 
if they would have the Bleſſing of God upon their 
Houſes, and let them regard this Duty not only on 
the Lord's-Day, but likewiſe upon common Days. 
To which I might add, that Cloſet-Devotion ſhould 
be held in high Eſteem, and be often performed by 
us. Our Conduct as to ſecret Sins and ſecret Du- 
ties will lead us as certainly into the State of our 
own Hearts, as any Marks that perhaps can poſſibly 


te given. \ 


V. And laftly, Avoid all the Appearances of Evil. 
It is an Age of moſt notorious Prophaneneſs in the 
common World, and lamentable Declenſion among 
Profeticr:, and therefore it is an Age of dangerous 
Temptation, Be perpetually then upon your Guard. 
Tice heed of Pride, finful Anger, Malice, Envy, Slan- 
der, Cenforicuſnels, wanton Jetts, foolifh Levity, idle 
[aguuititivencts into other Perſons Xlatters, expenſive 
and hurtful Pleaſures, and the Conſumption of preci- 
dus Time at the Tavern or Alchouie to the Waſt- 
ig „eur Subttance, the Incroachmet upon the Duties 
of the Family zud Cloſet, and the Ruin of that Spi- 
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ritual-Mindedneſs which is the Evidence and Glory 
of a Chriſtian. Let Religion be like the Ointment 
of the Right-Hand which bewrays itſelf, and ſpreads 
its Perfumes into all the Characters, Relations, aud Con- 
duct of Life, 


But to be a little more particular. If you are Young, 
flee youthful Luſts, and the Contagion of evil Prin- 
ciples and evil Examples. If you are Old, ſee that 
you bring forth Fruit in old Age. If you are Rich, 
be not High-Minded, truſt not in uncertain Riches, 
and be ready to communicate. If you are Poor, be 
thankful for the Helps afforded you, be induftricus and 
frugal, and ſpend not that Time in aſking Charity, 
or going about*as buſy Bodies from Houſe to Houſe, 
which ſhould be ſpent in honeſt Labour, and ſee to 
it that you lay up for yourſelves Treaſures in Hea- 
ven. If you are Backſliders, O recover your Ground, 
hreak off every ſenſual Enchantment, and return to the 
God of Mercy, and plead for pardoning and renew- 
ing Grace. If you are Proſperous Chriſtians, preſs on 
to Perfection, beware of ſpiritual Pride, and ſtill be 
diligent in the Uſe of appointed Means that the Di- 
vine Flame may burn purer and higher. In a word, 
exert yourſelves to the utmoſt of your Power in the 
Promotion of the Glory of God, your own Good, and 
the Good of others. Life is waſting, Death is ap- 
proaching ; you haye done but little to glorify your 
God and Saviour, work therefore the Works of him 
who has ſent you while it is Day. y 


To conclude, Behave as thuſe who are Members 
of Chriſt's holy Church, ſtudy its Proſperity and Peace, 
and pray for your Miniſter, that he may come forth 
from Time to Time in the Fulneſs of the- Bleſiing 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and that, while he is admo- 
wihing you of your Duty, he may neglect no Branch 


of 
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of his own. I love you my dear Friends, with the 
moſt cordial, and I think it is a ſpiritual Affection. LI 
ſeek not yours, but you. O that I had not been fo 


cold and lukewarm among you! O that I may be 
more laborious and uſeful than ever! Whether I ſhall 


be with you another Year I know not, but, if I am 
to be taken away, I believe one of my warmeſt dy- 
ing Wiſhes would be your ſpiritual Proſperity, and your 
happy Arrival, not one of the Number miſſing, at the 
World of Glory. So much am I, 5 


My Dear Friends, 
Yeur Afﬀettionate 


And Sincere Friend, 


T. 6, 


Lt 4 


